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Core Books List 

Reception 
  

Traditional Tales (The Three Little Pigs, Little Red Riding Hood, The Gingerbread Man etc)  

Owl Babies Martin Waddell 
Mr Grumpy’s Outing John Burningham 

Rosie’s Walk Pat Hitchins 
Six Dinner Sid Inga Moore 

Mrs Armitage Quentin Blake 

Whatever Next? Jill Murphy 
Farmer Duck Martin Waddell 

Goodnight Moon Margaret Wise Brown 
Shhh! Sally Gindley 

Amazing Grace Mary Hoffman 
Journey, Quest and Return Aaron Becker 

Fruits: The Caribbean Counting Poem Valerie Bloom 

The Book With No Pictures B. J. Novak 
The Gruffalo Julia Donaldson 

The Gruffalo’s Child Julia Donaldson 
Each Peach Pear Plum Allan and Janet Ahlberg 

We’re Going on a Bear Hunt Michael Rosen and Helen Oxenbury 
Dear Zoo Rod Campbell 
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Year 1 
  

Traditional Tales (The Three Little Pigs, Little Red Riding Hood, The Gingerbread Man etc)  
Peace at Last Jill Murphy 

Can’t You Sleep Little Bear Martin Waddell 
Where the Wild Things Are Maurice Sendak 

The Elephant and the Bad Baby Elfrida Vipont 
Avocado Baby John Burningham 

Knuffle Bunny Mo Willems 

Beegu Alexis Deacon 
Dogger Shirley Hughes 

Cops and Robbers Allan and Janet Ahlberg 
Handa’s Surprise Eileen Browne 

The Tadpole’s Promise Jean Willis  

The Smartest Giant in Town Julia Donaldson 
Dear Zoo Rod Campbell 

This is The Bear Sarah Hayes 
Each Peach Pear Plum Allan and Janet Ahlberg 

The Hungry Caterpillar Eric Carle 
Oi! Get Off our Train John Burningham 

Lucy and Tom at the Seaside Shirley Hughes 

Hug Jez Alborough 
The Big Sneeze Ruth Brown 
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Year 2 
  

Traditional Tales (The Three Little Pigs, Little Red Riding Hood, The Gingerbread Man etc)  
Meerkat Mail Emily Gravett 

Amazing Grace Mary Hoffman 
Who’s Afraid of the Big Bad Book Lauren Child 

Dr Xargle’s Book of Earthlets Tony Ross 
The Rabbit Who Stole Fire Johanna Troughton 

Gorilla Anthony Browne 

Fantastic Mr Fox Roald Dahl 
The Hodgeheg Dick King Smith 

Flat Stanley Jeff Brown 
I Want My Hat Back John Klasson 

Betsy Biggalow is Here Malory Blackman  

Rosie’s Walk  Pat Hutchins 
So Much Trish Cooke 

Zoo Anthony Browne 
Handa’s Surprise Eileen Browne 

Hoot Jane Hissey 
Peter’s Chair Ezra Jack Keats 

Monkey Puzzle Julia Donaldson 

Aaaaarrrgghhh Spider! Lydia Monks 
Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters John Steptoe 

The Bad Tempered Ladybird Eric Carle 
Flotsam David Wiesner 
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Year 3 
  

The Iron Man  Ted Hughes 
Cat Tales: Ice Cat Linda Newberry 

The Sheep Pig Dick King Smith 
Abominables  Eva Ibbotson 

Shhh!  We Have a Plan Chris Haughton 
The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe C. S. Lewis 

The Battle of Bubble and Squeak Philippa Pearce 

The Number 1 Car Spotter Atinuke 
Hansel and Gretel Anthony Browne 

Flat Stanley Jeff Brown 
  

Year 4 
Bill’s New Frock Anne Fine 
After the Fall Dan Santat 

Charlotte’s Web E. B. White 

Why the Whale Came Michael Morpurgo 
The Firework Maker’s Daughter Phillip Pullman 

The Snow Walker’s Son Catherine Fisher 
Perry Angel’s Suitcase Glenda Millard 

Voices in the Park Anthony Browne 
  

Year 5 
The Wolves of Willoughby Chase June Aiken 
Varjak Paw S. F. Said 

Wolf Brother Michelle Paver 

Street Child Berlie Doherty 
Too Much Trouble Tom Avery 
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The Midnight Fox Betsy Byars 

Tom’s Midnight Garden Philippa Pearce 
FArTHER Grahame Baker-Smith 

Azzi in Between Sarah Garland 
 

Year 6 
  

Holes  Louis Sachar 

Clockwork Philip Pullman 
The Hobbit J. R. R. Tolkein 

Skellig David Almond 
Fireweed Jill Paton Walsh 

The Unforgotten Coat Frank Cottrell Boyce 

River Boy Tim Bowler 
The Arrival Shaun Tan 
 


